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undoubtedly Patrone, today one of the longest-li-
ved boatyards in ltaly. Its story began in 1922, in
the small village of Ceriale, in the province of Sa-
vona, with Giuseppe Patrone as its protagonist. It
was a time when shipwrights were indispensable
in boatbuilding and that area of Liguria was what
today would be called a centre of excellence. Inde-
ed, the presence of the Patrone shipyard and the
nearby first historic headquarters of the Baglietto
shipyards, in Varazze, contributed to the creation
of a fertile ground that attracted expert workers to
the area. The first boats to take shape in Giuseppe
Patrone's hands were fishing boats, either rowing
or sailing. Then came the dinghy, a cult craft that
still has hundreds of admirers in Italy and beyond.
In 1984 came the takeover by Pier Michele and Or-
nella Moreno, already partners in the Patrone fa-
mily, who added studies on materials and design
to the craftsmanship, in order to keep the gozzi
up to date. The results then arrived, expanding the
boundaries of the success of this legendary boat.
The “nutshell” continued to fascinate and evolve. In
7990 came the turning point: the Patrone 25'. This
gozzo, as well as becoming a best-seller with over
100 units built, was also the beginning of the shi-
pyard's more “yachting” history. The origin of this
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model is to be found in the Nautilus, a cabin pilot
boat launched some twenty years earlier by Patro-
ne. This anecdote clearly reveals how Patrone, in
all its new models, always seeks a strong link wi-
th the brand's historical roots. Evolution has also
meant that the figure of the shipwright is no longer
crucial in the production of boats, but this back-
ground can still be felt within the company. “Old,
retired shipwrights often come to visit us on site.
It's a bond that we try to keep alive and, above all,
we try to keep alive the same passion and experti-
se that have distinguished this company since its
inception”. This anecdote is told by Benedetta Mo-
reno who, with her brother Gianarnaldo, represents
the fourth generation of two families, Patrone and
Moreno, who share the same vision.

The Ligurian gozzo, however, has not remained
static a hundred years ago. However much an ow-
ner may be fascinated by these lines and shapes,
technology has taken giant steps forward in the
meantime. And whoever buys a boat usually wan-
ts to have maximum comfort and the latest inno-
vations the market has to offer. “Today production
- continues Benedetta Moreno — is almost enti-
rely in fibreglass and we are able to equip boats
not only with inboard (single and twin engine), but

Irendering e gli schizzi originali

di Tommaso Spadolini che
mostrano il nuovo gozzo Patrone
100, modello 2022, per festeggiare
1100 annidel cantiere. Passato e
presente siuniscono in un gozzo di
ultima generazione. » The original
renderings and sketches by Tommaso
Spadolini showing the new gozzo
Patrone 100, model 2022, to celebrate
the 100th aniversary of the shipyard.
Past and present come togetherina
latest-generation gozzo.



also with IPS”. And in the very near future, there
will also be an outboard among the options. To
celebrate its 100th anniversary, Patrone is pre-
paring to launch the Patrone 100 which, almost
11 meters long, is designed in collaboration wi-
th yacht designer Tommaso Spadolini. Gianar-
lando Moreno explains what new features this
model brings: “The first is that it can be equip-
ped with outboards. That in itself is unique, be-
cause there are no motorized boats of this si-
ze on the market”. The outboard has, for several
years now, been the marine propulsion unit that
has gained the most ground in the yachting wor-
Id: these engines now make integration and ea-
se of use (and maintenance) their main stren-
gths. Gianarlando Moreno continues: “There are
also new features on the deck, starting with the
T-Top, another stylistic feature that is increasin-
gly popular on the market. However, this new
Patrone 100 is not just about the present. It is
a model where the stylistic elements of the Six-
ties, the golden age of yachting, are also evoked
and brought together. The most attentive obser-

vers will certainly not overlook the shape of the -

windscreen, typical of that wonderful genera-
tion of boats". In short, the Patrone 100 projects
the “nutshell” into the future, combining elemen-
ts of the past with features of the present, just
as happened with the famous Patrone 25'. And
the long history of the Ligurian gozzo continues!
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